
1984 
Notes



Section One



Chapter I
Winston Smith, 39. Skinny, fair haired, red faced, varicose ulcer. 

Telescreen (transmits and records); INGSOC; Thought Police

Ministries of Truth, Love, Peace, Plenty

Slogans (4)

Winston’s diary



How could you communicate with the future?” (7).

He writes about watching the movies where people, real people 

are killed (8-9)

The dark haired girl-he suspects is a member of the Thought 

Police. Winston doesn’t like women. 

“It was always the women, and above all the young ones, who 

were the most bigoted adherents of the Party…” (10). 



O’Brien- large man, glasses. Winston hoped “...O’Brien’s political 

orthodoxy was not perfect” (11)

Two Minutes Hate-outlet for all their frustration, but directed 

by the Party. 

Goldstein- face like a sheep. Scapegoat. 

“The horrible thing about the Two Minutes Hate was not that one was 

obliged to act a part, but that it was impossible to avoid joining in” (14)

“It was possible, at moments, to switch one’s hatred this way or that by 

a voluntary act” (15). 

 





Winston writes “DOWN WITH BIG BROTHER” multiple times in his 

diary. 

Thoughtcrime. He expects to be taken away in the night. 

Someone knocks on the door! 

Things to notice: 

Anything that repeats! 
Winston’s thoughts/memories/dreams



Chapter II
● Neighbor, Mrs. Parsons, needs help with a 

● clogged drain. 

● Tom Parsons- perfect Party member (22). 

● Parson’s Children- they are like fierce tiger 

cubs, want to see the hanging. 

● “Nearly all children nowadays were horrible” 

(24).

● Trained to spy on everyone; search out 

unorthodoxy. 



Winston’s dream: “We shall meet in the place where there is no 

darkness” (25).  **this quote will be repeated a lot!

He believes it was O’Brien’s voice. 

Telescreen announcement: Chocolate ration- reduced from 

thirty grams to twenty (26)

Sacred principles of INGSOC: 

“Newspeak, doublethink, the mutability of the past” (26)



Page 27- pivotal discussion about privacy

“Nothing was your own except the few cubic centimeters inside 

your skull” (27). 

Discussion of the future, of existence. He realizes that by 

committing thoughtcrime, he’s dead. 

“Thoughtcrime does not entail death: thoughtcrime IS death.” 

(28). 

Tries to erase evidence of his writing; puts a flake of dust on the 

diary to see if anyone opens it. 





Chapter III
Winston’s dream

Mother, sister.

“He knew...that in some way the lives of his mother and sister 

had been sacrificed to his own” (30).

The feelings he has about his mother and her death (?) go a long 

way in explaining his complicated feelings about women. 



The Golden Country (still in his dream)

Description of a place in nature (possibly from his past?)

The dark haired girl (STILL in his dream). 

Wakes to the Physical Jerks (PE)

His mind wanders during the exercise. 

Trying to remember London of his childhood. 



Winston’s mind is still wandering during PE: 

Oceania is at war with Eurasia and allied with Eastasia. He 

remembers that 4 years ago, it was opposite. 

“But that was merely a piece of furtive knowledge which he 

happened to possess because his memory was not satisfactorily 

under control” (34). 

“If the Party could thrust its hand into the past and say of this or 

that event, it never happened--that, surely, was more terrifying 

than mere torture or death” (34). 



“‘Who controls the past’, ran the Party slogan, ‘controls the 

future: who controls the present controls the past” (35). 

Reality control. Doublethink.





Chapter IV
Description of Winston’s work

“Memory holes”- leads to incinerator

Winston has to “adjust” information of past events in the news to reflect what Big 

Brother has said (38)

Malreported, malquoted, misprints

Chocolate ration-has to add a warning that the ration would be reduced to match the 

fact that it was reduced. 

The government always has to be right. 



● “Day to day and almost minute 

by minute the past was brought 

up to date” (40). 

● “All history was a palimpsest, 

scraped clean and reinscribed 

as often as was necessary”  

(40). 

● “Statistics were just as much a 

fantasy in their original version 

as in their rectified version” 

(41). 



Function of Records department: 

Create education, information, and  entertainment for the 

Party and the proles. 

Proles got a lot more “entertaining” kinds of materials. 

Winston likes his job (43)

Creates a fictional person (Comrade Ogilvy) to solve a problem 

with the Party commending someone who once existed, but has 

since been vaporized (46-48). 



Chapter V
Canteen at the Ministry of Truth

Syme: “Syme was a philologist, a specialist in Newspeak. Indeed, he was one of 

the enormous team of experts now engaged in compiling the Eleventh Edition 

of the Newspeak Dictionary” ( ; 43)

“Syme was venomously orthodox” ( ;44). 

Scarcity: Razor blades, shoelaces, etc. An example of reality, though the Party 

wants the members’ reality to be that of plenty. 

regulation lunch—a metal pannikin of pinkish-grey stew, a hunk of bread, a 

cube of cheese, a mug of milkless Victory Coffee, and one saccharine tablet.





“‘Don’t you see that the whole aim of Newspeak is to narrow the 

range of thought? In the end we shall make thoughtcrime 

literally impossible, because there will be no words in which to 

express it’” ( ; 46).

“‘Orthodoxy means not thinking—not needing to think. 

Orthodoxy is unconsciousness’’’ (47).



“One of these days, thought Winston with sudden deep conviction, 

Syme will be vaporized. He is too intelligent. He sees too clearly and 

speaks too plainly. The Party does not like such people. One day he will 

disappear” (47).

Duckspeak: example of a girl sitting behind them listening to this man 

spout Party propaganda. “As he watched the eyeless face with the jaw 

moving rapidly up and down, Winston had a curious feeling that this 

was not a real human being but some kind of dummy” (48).

- The sense that they’re all just puppets for the Party. 



Chestnut Tree Cafe- “he [Syme] 

frequented the Chestnut Tree 

Cafe, haunt of painters and 

musicians...the place was 

somehow ill-omened” (49).

Parsons- perfect Party member. 

Kids are even more perfect, in a 

frightening sort of way. 

“The phrase ‘our new, happy life’ 

recurred several times” (51).

Again, an example of scarcity. 



Chocolate ration- “It appeared that there had even been demonstrations 

to thank Big Brother for raising chocolate ration to twenty grammes a 

week. And only yesterday, he reflected, it had been announced that the 

ration was to be REDUCED to twenty grammes a week. Was it possible 

that they could swallow that, after only twenty-four hours? Yes, they 

swallowed it. Parsons swallowed it easily…” (51).

30 grams of chocolate is about 
1 oz. 



Chapter VI
Winston is writing in his diary: 

Remembering a time when he bought a prostitute. 

“Your worst enemy, he reflected, was your own nervous system. At any 

moment the tension inside you was liable to translate itself into some 

visible symptom” (64). 

“Simultaneously with the woman in the basement kitchen he thought 

of Katharine, his wife. Winston was married—had been married, at any 

rate: probably he still was married, so far as he knew his wife was not 

dead” (64). 



The Party ignored those who turned towards prostitutes for relief. 

“The unforgivable crime was promiscuity between Party members” 

(65)

“The aim of the Party was not merely to prevent men and women from 

forming loyalties which it might not be able to control. Its real, 

undeclared purpose was to remove all pleasure from the sexual act. 

Not love so much as eroticism was the enemy, inside marriage as well 

as outside it”(65). 

“Party was trying to kill the sex instinct, or, if it could not be killed, 

then to distort it and dirty it” (66). 

Separated from wife for at least 10 years. Only married 15 months. 



“She had not a thought in her head that was not a slogan, and there 

was no imbecility, absolutely none that she was not capable of 

swallowing if the Party handed it out to her. ‘The human sound-track’ 

he nicknamed her in his own mind. Yet he could have endured living 

with her if it had not been for just one thing—sex” (66). 

“She would lie there with shut eyes, neither resisting nor co-operating 

but SUBMITTING. It was extraordinarily embarrassing, and, after a 

while, horrible” (



“Chastity was as deep ingrained in them as Party loyalty. By careful early 

conditioning, by games and cold water, by the rubbish that was dinned into 

them at school and in the Spies and the Youth League, by lectures, parades, 

songs, slogans, and martial music, the natural feeling had been driven out of 

them.”

Most importantly:

“And what he wanted, more even than to be loved, was to break down that 

wall of virtue, even if it were only once in his whole life. The sexual act, 

successfully performed, was rebellion. Desire was thoughtcrime.”



Ch. VII
< 2% of the 
population 

Inner 
Party

Outer 
Party

Proles 85% of the population 

Big Brother



Proletariat, “proles”: 85 percent of the population of Oceania

Winston hopes for the proles to revolt. Not likely. 

Uneducated, kept in poverty. Any potential revolutionaries were 

identified by the Thought Police and put down. 

“History” book: These rich men were called capitalists. They were fat, ugly 

men with wicked faces...he is dressed in a long black coat which was called a 

frock coat, and a queer, shiny hat shaped like a stovepipe, which was called a 

top hat. The capitalists owned everything in the world, and everyone else was 

their slave. They owned all the land, all the houses, all the factories, and all the 

money (72-73).



“The ideal set up by the Party was something huge, terrible, and glittering—a 

world of steel and concrete, of monstrous machines and terrifying weapons—a 

nation of warriors and fanatics, marching forward in perfect unity, all thinking 

the same thoughts and shouting the same slogans, perpetually working, 

fighting, triumphing, persecuting—three hundred million people all with the 

same face” (74).

“Day and night the telescreens bruised your ears with statistics proving that 

people today had more food, more clothes...lived longer, worked shorter hours, 

were bigger, healthier, stronger, happier, more intelligent, better educated, 

than the people of fifty years ago. Not a word of it could ever be proved or 

disproved” (74).



Evidence that the Party manipulates the past:

Jones, Aaronson, and Rutherford- Part of the original Party, but were 

eventually labeled political traitors, scapegoats for the Party. They 

confessed to everything that the Party wanted them to after a lot of 

torture, were pardoned (because they were basically brainwashed), 

then given cushy jobs. Eventually “committed new treasons” and were 

executed (75-78).

Enemies of the Party were always broken, pardoned, then eventually 

executed. The Party always wins. 



Winston had a picture in his possession that proved the three couldn’t 

have committed the new treasons. 

“But this was concrete evidence...It was enough to blow the Party to 

atoms, if in some way it could have been published to the world and its 

significance made known” (78).

“The past not only changed, but changed continuously” (79).

“He took up his pen again and wrote,

I understand HOW: I do not understand WHY” (80).



“The hypnotic eyes gazed into his own. It was as though some huge 

force were pressing down upon you—something that penetrated inside 

your skull, battering against your brain, frightening you out of your 

beliefs, persuading you, almost, to deny the evidence of your senses. In 

the end the Party would announce that two and two made five, and 

you would have to believe it” (80).

- Counter to the belief that what’s inside your head is your own. 

“The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears. It was 

their final, most essential command” (81).



Ch. VIII
Winston was walking in the prole neighborhood instead of going to the community 

center:

“There was a word for it in Newspeak: OWNLIFE, it was called, meaning 

individualism and eccentricity.”

Rocket bomb, then life back to normal. 

Repetition of the idea that “If there is hope, it lies in the proles” over and over. 

Buys an old man a pint in order to get him to talk about what it was like before the 

Party. Gets nowhere. 

Ends up outside the shop where he bought the diary. 



Shop owner (Mr. Charrington) remembers him. Not good. 

Buys a glass paperweight with a piece of coral in it: “At the heart of it, 

magnified by the curved surface, there was a strange, pink, convoluted object 

that recalled a rose or a sea anemone” (95) 

“

What appealed to him about it was not so much its beauty as the air it seemed 

to possess of belonging to an age quite different from the present one...The 

thing was doubly attractive because of its apparent uselessness” (96). 



Upstairs room- Winston thinks about renting it. NO TELESCREEN! 

“Oranges and lemons, say the bells of St. Clements...‘Here comes 

a chopper to chop off your head’” (99)

What is the point of this rhyme??

The girl with dark hair is outside the shop. Winston considers 

killing her. He waits too long to make a decision. 

Returns home to await the Thought Police. Regrets. Ends with 

the slogans. 


